Belcarra Riverside Walk
Background
The Miranda River, also known as the Manulla River, is a tributary of the Rivery Moy. It runs through the heart of
Belcarra village.

In 1997, an overall area plan for Belcarra drawn up and a 3km Riverside Loop Walk, with a pedestrian bridge across the
river and linking Elmhall to Belcarra village, was proposed and costed by Belcarra Community Council. Work
commenced on the Riverside walk in 1999 with approval from landowners and the Fishery Board.

Funding
Community fundraising was ongoing with the South West Mayo Leader Co. agreeing to part fund the project. The
funding sourced was as follows:
Raffle in October 1999

€1,000

Auction in November 1999

€3,000

Race Night in May 2000

€2,000

Leader Grant funding

€3,850

Donations

€ 500

Total

€10,350

About the walk
The purpose of this walk was to create a peaceful, safe, environmentally friendly loop walk. It combines history with
archaeology and biodiversity. The section of path alongside the river is mown grass and we recommend all-weather
footwear should be worn. You will find laminated information sheets available at locations along the walk.

There are several signboards along the walk which help create awareness of flora and fauna, history and tradition for
locals and visitors.

Historical sites along the walk
-

Elmhall Cemetery which has been renovated by Belcarra Community Council with the support of Mayo County
Council and the relatives of some of those buried there. The graves include those of the Walsh family, victims of
the last Belcarra eviction (in October 1886).
The Eviction Cottage from which the Walsh family was evicted (you can find more information about this in the
History section of the website).
Ruins of Elm Hall house or Cuffe’s castle (also known as Lord Tirawley’s castle).

Nature along the walk
The riverside walk provides the opportunity to observe many natural features of the landscape and wildlife. If you look
carefully and take the time to stop and watch, there are lots of interesting plants and animals to see. The following notes
are just a brief introduction to the nature of the Miranda/Manulla River and its environment.

Plants
Trees: Willow, Alder, Spindle, Holly, Alder Buckthorn, Ash, Poplar, Sycamore.
Some Flowers: Pyramidal Orchid, Codlins and cream, Bluebell, Twayblade, Carline Thistle, Bugle,
The aquatic vegetation of the river is extremely rich, with many different species of plants growing in and next to the
water. Some of the more obvious plants are:
Bur-reed growing in the water with spiky seed heads
Bulrush round, very dark green stems
Water dropwortwith a head of tiny white flowers

Mammals
You will be very lucky to see any mammals, but there are foxes and badgers using the riverside path (so look for
footprints in the mud), or you may be lucky and see an Irish Hare. Otters also use the area along with the non-native
American mink. Several Bat species occur and the Daubenton’s bat hunt insects over the river in the summer evenings.

Birds
There are many species to be seen along the river, but they fly, so they are not always there!
Watch out especially for:
Swallow hunting over the water for insects on the wing
Pied wagtail searching for insects in the bankside vegetation
Grey heron standing in the water looking for fish and frogs
Kingfisher flying along the river with a high pitched call
Mallard a large duck, usually flying rapidly out of the riverside vegetation when disturbed
Mute swan sometimes seen here with their cygnets

Insects
Meadow brown butterflies are common, and you may see other butterflies such as the peacock (dark brown with “eyes”
on the wings), the Small Tortoiseshell butterfly (patterned like its name), or even the rare Small Copper butterfly (which
is that colour!). The river is an excellent habitat for dragonflies and damselflies and there are several species to be seen at
different times of year.

